
Сontent :  Russian Art – famous paintings and art galleries 

Teachig aims:  to enable learners to understand Russian painting of the 18th-19
th

 centuries;  

                          to develop learners’ abilities to present the information on famous Russian art galleries and museums; 

                          to develop learnres’ writing skills and their creativity;    

                          to raise learners’ awareness of art in general. 

 

LESSON:     Russian Art – 

Famous Paintings and Art 

Galleries 

 

School:  Yaroslavl Nekrasov English Language School № 4 

 

Date:  February 2, 2021 

 

Teacher:  Peneva Irina Aleksandrovna 

 

Grade: 11A 

 

Number present:  9 students                  Absent: 1 student 

 

Lesson objectives  

 

 

Content  

Know: 

 the names of different genres of painting, great Russian artists of the 18
th
-19

th
 centuries, the most famous art 

galleries and museums in Russia 

Be able to: 

recognize paintings by their description, describe art galleries and museums according to the plan, to write about a 

visit to an art exhibition using prompts 

Be aware: 

of  how  Russian artists reflected life in all its richness 

Cognition: 

identifying paintings by their descriptions; 

comparing different works of art and the galleries and museums where they are exhibited; 

classifying paintings by its genres; 

predicting and reasoning 

Examples of cognition: 

sorting  works of art into different genres activating prior knowledge of  Russian art and using short  

texts that motivate the learners (see handouts below) 



explaining why different art museums in Russia are popular with art lovers 

Citizenship (culture): 

finding out more about Russian artists, their great paintings and the art museums and galleries Russia is proud of 

Examples of citizenship: 

labelling reproductions with the names of artists and paintings 

 

Language  objectives 

 

Communication: 

Reproduction, to deal with, to portray, to depict, to fold a sheet of paper, to correct/edit a story,  

Structures: 

I think/guess/believe …, I recommend that smb. should do,  passive voice, verbs in the past tenses 

Functions: 

describing places of interest 

 

Assessment criteria 

 

Can the learners … 

identify and name paintings by Russian artists? 

sort paintings into different genres? 

Present the information about art museums? 

make predictions? 

write a story? 

cooperate in a group? 

 

Previous leaning 

 

Topical vocabulary,  linking words 

 

                                                                                                         P L A N  

 

Planned timing 

                                        

                                         Planned activities 

                   

                     Resources 

 

2 min 

 

 

 

12 min 

 

 

 

12 min 

 

Whole class: Activate prior knowledge of materials. Learners look at 

the reproductions on the chalkboard and classify them according to 

the genre 

 

Groups: Learners do a matching task – they read four short texts 

providing the description of the works of art and label the 

reproductions with the names of  artists and paintings 

 

Individually: learners present Russian museums and art galleries-the 

 

Reproductions, magnets 

 

 

 

Handouts with texts, labels, reproductions 

 

 

 

PPT,  questions for the presentation 



 

 

 

 

2 min 

 

 

8 min 

 

 

 

5 min 

 

 

2min 

 

 

 

 

 

2 min 

 

Tretyakov Gallery, the New Tretyakov Gallery, the Pushkin Museum 

of  Fine Arts, Garage Museum of Contemporary Art, the Hermitage, 

the Russian Museum, the Yaroslavl Art Museum 

                                                     

Whole class: Learners discuss which art museum or gallery they 

would recommend their foreign friends to visit  

 

Groups: learners practice writing a collaborative story about their 

visit to an exhibition using the teacher’s prompts and read it to the 

class 

 

Differentiation: learners  correct the mistakes and edit the story to 

improve it together ( if necessary the teacher can help them) 

 

Follow-up:  Group Project  - make a booklet “10 Great Paintings by 

Russian Artists’ 

Learners are supposed to choose a painting,  find some  information 

about the artist and the work of art and write an article about it for the 

booklet according to the plan 

 

Reflection: learners are asked to express their sorts and feelings about 

the lesson in a drawing and make a collage of their pictures 

 

 

 

 

Sheets of paper, prompts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plan 

 

 

 

 

 

Slips of paper 

 

Appendix 

 

Genres in Painting 

 the portrait 

 the landscape 

 the seascape 

 the townscape 

 the still life 



 the genre painting 

 
 

 

Ivan Kramskoy(1837-1887) 

 

Arkhip Kuindji(1842-1910) 

IlyaRepin(1844-1930) 

Karl Bryullov (1799 - 1852) 

 

Aleksey Savrasov(1830 - 1897) 

 

Viktor Vasnetsov(1848 – 1926) 

 

Mikhail Vrubel (1856 - 1910) 

 

Vladimir Borovikovskiy (1757-1825) 

 

IssakLevitan (1861 - 1900) 

VasiliPolenov (1844-1927) 

 

Vasili Surikov (1848-191 

An Unknown Lady (1883) 

 

Birch Grove  (1879) 

 

Dragonfly (1884) 

 

The Rider (1832) 

 

The Rooks Have Come Back (1871) 

 

Alyonushka  (1881) 

 

Swan Princess (1900) 

 

Portrait of Maria Lopukhina (1797) 

 

Spring. High Water (1897) 

 

Moscow Yard  (1878) 

 

BoyarinyaMorozova (1887) 
 

 
The artist painted this picture at his dacha near St. Petersburg. It depicts  the artist’s daughter. The 
master’s portraits of children are characterised by his admiration for their childish  careless joy. This 
makes the artist’s treatment of children’s images close to that of impressionists. This painting 
produces the impression of a life scene accidentally witnessed by the artist. We see a girl sitting on the 
dark crossbar of a fence. Behind her, there is a blue sky with light misty clouds. The child’s free lively 



pose, her hat,  tied under the chin with a black ribbon, seem to draw us into a wonderful world of 
childish impressions and dreams. The artist created an unforgettable image of childhood full of delight 
and admiration. 
 
Oil on canvas 
The State Tretyakov Gallery 
 
                                                 ____________________________________________ 
 
 

The work of the great artist, the most  tragic, emotional and legendary one, has been   making the 
audience sympathize with the heroes of the work. Along a deserted  gloomy street the  children carry a 
huge tub of water,. Water splashing out of the tub  freezes at once, turning into icicles. So the author 
shows a winter cold, which makes the work even more dramatic.The children's figures, were 
harnessed to a wagon like a trio of horses. The face of the only girl in the team is turned directly to the 
viewer. They look at the world with eyes full of despair and hopelessness.The author chooses the 
darkest and most inexpressive colors for his work, the light snatches out only the faces of the main 
characters.The work became a powerful  protest against the use of child labor, a ruthless attitude 
towards children.                                                                                                                                     
Oil on canvas  
Tretyakov Gallery  

                        __________________________________________ 

This artist was called “tsar of painting” by his contemporaries, and  is considered one of the first artists 
from Russia to be known internationally. 
In the painting he depicted two sisters, with whom the artist had a close friendship. What is important 
in the painting is not so much the story as the action. The older of the two sisters  stops her excited 
horse, though she remains absolutely calm. The girl’s face is perfectly beautiful. The Italian type of 
appearance was considered to be perfect in the artist’s day . The colours are bright, and – every detail 
literally speaks of the beauty of the world world. 
Oil on canvas  
Tretyakov Gallery 
    



                          ________________________________________________ 

 
It is a very large canvas In which  we can see a woman’s figure being taken in a sledge to prison. Her 
figure is depicted facing  a viewer. Her face and her gesture suggest she is not broken. She will stand 
up for her faith till the end. Her face is pale, her eyes are burning with fanatic passion. On both slides 
of the sledge we can see crowds of onlookers, who obviously sympathize with the boyarinya. Each 
face has individual personality. The picture is striking for its wonderful use of colour, which renders the 
tragic atmosphere of the event. 
Oil on canvas  
Tretyakov Gallery 

 
In 1900 one of  Pushkin's fairy tales inspired N.A. Rimsky-Korsakov to create an opera. The artist of 
this very painting designed the scenery for that production. Besides, the painting which is a charming 
myth about supreme beauty appeared the same year. The artist shows  a creature of dual nature, the 
combination of  two elements: the dark, cold element of water, and at the same time the airy element. 
The artist tries to depict the moment when the maiden is turning into a bird  in the last rays of the 
setting sun.  The image seems to be quite a mystical vision owing to the artist’s technique of applying 
paint in wide dashes. 
Oil on canvas 
The State Tretyakov Gallery 
                                                  _____________________________________ 
 

The poetic image of Russian women from folk tales were very dear to the artist. The way the artist 
shows the country-side creates the mood of the picture. The bright autumn leaves  of the trees on the 
banks of the dark pond  and lack of lighting create thw feeling of anxiety and loneliness. The girl’s 
pose makes it clear that she is unhappy about something. The girl's figure seems to  concentrate in 
itself the sadness of autumn nature. Her clothes are torn and her feet are bare. Yet there is a lot of 
charm in her sad figure. She is beautiful. She has regular features and long thick hair. But her eyes 
are a mirror of unspoken despair. 
 
Oil on canvas 
The State Tretyakov Gallery 
                                            _______________________________________ 

 



The viewer is intrigued both by the heroine of the painting and its name. The artist depicted a young 
woman in a carriage who is  beautiful and impressive and “chic.” Her clothes are designed according  
to the latest fashion of the time The painting is done in an unusually bright and  relaxed manner. The 
author clearly  shows his outstanding skill in painting, his ability to understand and reveal the inner 
world of the sitter. 
 
Oil on canvas 
The State Tretyakov Gallery 
                                              _______________________________________ 
 

This portrait is often called the most poetic creation of the artist. In thisportrait we see an embodiment 
of the aesthetic ideal of Sentimentalism. The artist was especially attracted to the life of the soul. The 
use of  coolcolours - blue, lilac, greenish, with silver notes is very significantblue, they join the figure of 
a woman whose beautiful face is full of amazing charm,with the landscape into a single harmonious 
and musical image. Cornflowers, ears of rye and the branches bending down all embody a country 
landscape corresponding to the delicately simple clothing of the model and the mild, thoughtful 
expression on her face. Man in the age of Sentimentalism admired natural beauty and had a great 
desire to feel that he was part of living nature. 
 
Oil on canvas 
The State Tretyakov Gallery 
 

 

 
This is the artist's best-known painting.  The painting presents the place  nearArbat, which has 
survived to this day.  The artist portrayed an old manor estate with a shady neglected garden, and a 
church, and abandoned  barns. In the centre, we see a wasteland overgrown with fresh grass. We can 
see the child in the foreground, the figure of a woman with a pail of water and the horse. There are 
children playing, a toddler crying for some reason or other, hens at grass – the entire busy little world 
is warmed by the sunlight. The smaller and the bigger world in a harmonious unity. 
Oil on canvas 
The State Tretyakov Gallery 
                                               _________________________________ 
 



The artist continued Russian Romantic landscape traditions and preferred to paint nature in a dramatic 
state, to use impressive combinations of light and colour. The painting clearly demonstrates the 
painter’s artistic principles. The painting is done virtually in greens alone and is based on a harsh  of 
the sunspots in the centre and deep shadow in the background. It allows the artist to achieve an 
impression of bright sunlight. 
Oil on canvas 
The State Tretyakov Gallery 
                                              _________________________________ 

 
The painter was the founder of the lyrical landscape genre in Russian painting. His works are full of 
personality, intimacy, and nature. He painted one of the most famous Russian landscape scenes  
near Ipatiev Monastery in Kostroma. Almost every student is familiar with this artwork from childhood. 
Using a common, even trivial, episode of birds returning home, and an extremely simple landscape, 
Savrasov emotionally showed the transition of nature from winter to spring. Later  critics called such 
type of landscape the mood landscape. The painting brought him fame. In 1870, he became a 

member of the Peredvizhniki group. 
Oil on canvas 
The State Tretyakov Gallery 
                                            _____________________________________ 
 

This artist  is  called the master of landscape. Despite his difficult life and difficult childhood with the 
early loss of a mother, he did not stop to see the beautiful around and, moreover, he learned to convey 
his vision of the beautiful to others through creating his canvases. 
This canvas depicts the awakening of nature from a long winter sleep, a sign of which, first of all, is 
flood. The water flooded the coastal zone, but despite this, there is no feeling that it is dangerous. On 
the contrary: the peace and quiet of the water is fascinating. Trees and light sky covered with soft 
spring clouds are amazing. Subtle shades of blue, yellow and green give the picture a special charm. 
The most diverse is the color blue. In the picture it is represented by all shades: from dark blue to 
almost white. 

Oil on canvas 
The State Tretyakov Gallery 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ipatiev_Monastery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kostroma
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peredvizhniki


 

           Description of an art museum /gallery 

 

          Use the following questions as a plan: 

 

1. When and by whom was the museum founded? 

2. Where is it located? What kind of building does the museum occupy? 

3. How rich is its collection? 

4. What kinds of  exhibits can be found there?  

 

 

         

    Group Project “Ten Great Paintings by Russian Artists” 

              

                 Describing a painting 

 artist 

 date 

 museum/gallery 

 genre 

 subject 

 composition, 

     colours, 

     technique, 

         details 

 impression 

 

 

   I was lucky to see the exhibition I had heard so much about. 

 

 

   All my classmates …    



 

   Though I am not a great lover of art  … 

 

   I decided against a guided tour … 

 

  The painting were displayed … 

 

   I was impressed … 

 

 

 


